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Indiana Land Resources Council Meeting Minutes  
Date: September 17, 2002 
Location:  Office of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
 
Members Present: Members Absent: OCA Staff: 
Joe Pearson Eric Kelly Joe Tutterrow  
Bob Guernsey John Fernandez Maren McGrane 
David Hess Sam Smith  
Mary McConnell  
Riely O’Connor 
Don Strietelmeier   
 
  
Commissioner Joe Pearson called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  Mary McConnell motioned and Don 

Strietelmeier seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the July 16th meeting minutes.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Jill Saligoe-Simmell, Chair of Indiana Geographic Information Council (INGIC) and Roger Koelpin, State 

GIS Coordinator, gave an update on the status of GIS in Indiana and progress being made by INGIC.  
Saligoe-Simmell submitted a grant proposal to the ILRC titled “IndianaMap Phase 1 – GIS Benchmark 
and Gap Analysis of Local Level Framework Data”.  After discussion, Mary McConnell motioned to 
approve funding for the proposal and Riely O’Connor seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  (Handout) 

 
Calvin Kelly, Deputy Director of the Indiana Development Finance Authority provided an update on the 

Indiana Brownfields Program-new Petroleum Remediation Grant Incentives program and provided a 
demonstration of the web-based application process. 

 
Julia Wickard, Executive Director of the Indiana Commission on Agriculture and Rural Development, 

provided an update of their Strategic Planning Process.  Wickard also mentioned ICARD’s Legislative 
Forum, which is scheduled on December 17th in the Indiana Government Center South at 9:00 in 
Conference Room C.  (Handout) 

 
David Hess provided an update on the Indiana Land Use Consortium’s work with Elkhart County and 

highlighted the local progress.  Joe Tutterrow provided an update on the ILUC’s work with Putnam 
County.  Information was distributed about the Communities at the Crossroads V conference that is 
being held in Goshen, IN on October 10th.  (Handout) 

 
Andy Knott, representing the Hoosier Environmental Council, presented information and led discussion on 

issues about the I-69 project.  (Handout) 
 
Jamie Palmer, Planner and Research Associate from the Center for Urban Policy and the Environment, 

provided an update on the Conversion Assessment that was conducted by Jeff Wilson at I.U.P.U.I.’s 
Department of Geography.  The data is still being evaluated and reports will be developed over the 
next few months.  A joint publication with the Land Resources Council is being considered.  Palmer 
also distributed copies of “Intergovernmental Issues in Indiana 2002”.  (Handout) 
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The Council discussed the following White Papers: 
§ Cost of Services – The report from the Builders Association of Greater Indianapolis and the 

Indiana Builders Association contradicts some of the information contained in the paper written by 
Dr. Larry DeBoer from Purdue University.  The Council is not prepared to endorse either one at 
this time without additional analysis. 

§ Wastewater Treatment Systems Paper – This paper was written by Brad Lee, Assistant Professor 
and Extension Specialist at Purdue University.  The council was asked to provide additional 
feedback prior to the next meeting. 

§ Wetlands – Bob McCormick (Purdue University) and Mary McConnell met with Joe Tutterrow 
prior to the Council meeting to discuss this topic.  A White Paper on this topic is being delayed 
until several decisions are made at the state level concerning definitions and authority.  A “fact 
sheet” about wetlands will be developed for local leaders. 

 
The Council discussed possible legislative initiative including: 
§ An Indiana Farmland Protection Program – Don Strietelmeier and Bob Guernsey will work with 

Joe Tutterrow on the idea. 
§ GIS funding 
§ State funding to match federal Farmland Protection Program 

 
Joe Tutterrow provided an activity update including: 
§ Training and Education Update (Handout) 
§ USDA – Farmland Protection Program 
§ Indiana Land Trust Inventory (Handout) 
§ American Farmland Trust Grant 

 
With no further business, Mary McConnell motioned and Bob Guernsey seconded the motion to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. local time. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Joe Tutterrow, Director 
 
 


